STATE OF CALIFORMIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY ] EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES
7147744 P STREET
CRAMENTO, CA 95514

;16) L45-1912 October 16, 1981

To: All County Welfare Directors Letter No. 81-45

IMPIEMENTATION OF COURT SETTLEMENT -- RAMCS VS. MYERS

This letter is to provide you with general information regarding Depariment

of Health Services (DHS) and county welfare department responsibilities for

implementing the Ramos vs. Myers settlement and to reguest specific informa-
ticn be submitied to the Department by October 26, 1%981.

Background

Suit was brought against the Department of Health Services in U.5. District
Court over the effect the discontinuance of a Supplemental Security Income/
State Supplemental Payment {SSI/S8F) cash grant has on a person's Medi-Cal
coverage. As a result of the suit, a court order should be issued shortly
reguiring DHI to:

1. Extend no-cost Medi-Cal eligibility, including issuing Medi-Cal cards,
for a certain group of SSI/58P discontinued persons, until the county
determines Medi-Cal-only eligibility based orn current information from
the client;

2. Determine an initizl share-of-cost and issue an MC 177 for a second group
of persons discontinued as the result of "excess income." The "initial
share of cost" will be based on income information in the federal Swmte
Date Exchangs (SDX) computer record, and will be used only until the client
has supplied current information for a standard county determination;

5. Identify discontirued persons whe are in long-term care, so counties can
corntact these persons directly and help them apply for Medi-Cal-only;

4. 1Issue a notice of action to all persons whose SS5I/S5SP-based Medi-Cal has
been discontinued and inform them of the actions they must take to have
Medi-Cal-only eligibility determined;

5. Mail an application for Medi-Cal-only, and a short-form version of the
Medi-Cal Statement of Facts, to certain of the disconiinued perscons;

6. Afford a fair hearing to persons who wish to appeal lcoss of their S81/58FP-
based Medi-Cal, as long as they are entitled to appeal;

7. Grant aid paid pending to persons who appeal loss of their S88I/35F-based
Medi-Cal in timely fashion, as long as they are entitled to appezal.
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te Responsibililies

DHS will perfcrm those functions described in items 1-7 of the previous page.

t

County Responsibilities

county workleoad or county activities. Ir general, countiez will simply continug
to do Medi-Cal-only redeterminations of discontinued SSI/SSF persons who re-
quast Medi-Cal-only, as they have in the past. The only changes Irom normal

The Ramcs process is designed so that there will be & minimal increase ir

routine are:

1. Monitoring the returr. of Medi-Cal-only application forms for about 1.47%5
Uextended eligibility" persons and "initial share of cost!' persons per
month statewide; and preparing and mailing out notices discontinuing the
special eligibility status of thoss persons who did not complete the appll

tion procesz within specified frames.

kY]
'

Preparing Meai-Cal cards or issuing MC 177 forms to that subset of the
1,475 individuals who have returned their application forms or time but
for whom county eligibility determination has not been completed by the
enag of the first montx after S8I discontinuance.

3. Adjusting the share of cost downward for "initial share of cost" persons
whose state-computed share of cost was too high because of the federal
data used by the state.

4. Conducting the face-to-face interview with "extended eligibility" persens
and "initial share of cost" persons, who apply for and gualify for regular
Medi-Cal-only, after the initial county determination rather than befcore.

Attackment I is a chart summarizing the groups of individualis who will be
sent notices and forms and the subseguent state, beneficiary, and county
action reguired.

County Administrative Expense

Determining continuing Medi-Czl eligibility for those people disceontinued
from SSI/SSF-based Medi-Cal and identified in the Rsmos process will not
increase county administrative costs. Persons who eventually would go to the
county welfare department to hzave Medi-Cal-only eligibility determined now
will be referred immediately wvia the mail-out process. The county shall
count, as an intake activity, each person discontinued from SS8SI/SSP-basea
Medi-Cal who applies for Medi-Cal-only, using the state-iszsued mail-out
material. '

Information Needed from Counties

Approximately 1,975 individusls statewide will receive a notice of action
which refers them to the county welfare department. 1In order to ensure that
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me returned to the county enter the eligibility process timeliy. countiles

t zelect a single county welfare department mailing location. Benefici-

es will be instructed to reiurn forms to the county designated locatiorn.
Five hundred of the 1,275 individuals do not receive "extended eligibility" or
"initial share of cost” status. However, they will be sent an MC 210 Statement
of Fzcts and an application forw, which must be returned te the county if they
wani theoir eligibility determined under another program.

We reguest counties to ldentify the selected mailing address, complete the
enclosed form (Attachment 1) and return it to the Department by Cotober 26,

1951.

L3

I7 you have any cor
consultant.

mente or guestiorns, please contact your Medi-Ca: program

Sincerely,
Original signed by

Madalyn M. Martinez, Chief
Medi-Cal Eligibility Branch

cc: Medi-Cal Liaisons
Mecdi-Cal Program Consultant
Expiration Date: May 1, 19

8z



ATTACHMENT 1

5SI/5SF DISCONTINUANCE NOTIFICATION SYSTEM

COUNTY WELFARE DEPARTMENT ADDRESS

COMPLETE AND RETURN BY OCTOBER 26, 1981 TO:

Department of Bealth Services
Medi-Cal Eligibility Branch
714 P Street, Room 1692
Sacramento, Ca 95814

Attention: Florence Beller

The address block is limited te six (6) 30 character lines. One line must
be the telephone number of the designated county office. One line may be

usec as an Attention line for referral to a particular individual or unit.

COUNTY CCDE

L1

—

[N DU DURIN RN DU SO SUNENS DU SN DUSION DU DU DU SOV DU DU DU DU DUUN SN DU DR DU SN PR PR, J, PO p—

i} First Line of Address
[N DU DU DS U DU TR VNNV U DR DUNE DUV DU VO U DU DR PR SUNS SO DN NN NN UUUS SR D RN DU S

TS DU JUNY FUNS (U VRN SN WU VUSUUN OO DU RSO VU SN (RSN DU DU DU SUNN DUNUN U U RN JRN U PR NN JUN N A

S S DU RN T U DU UUSN DU DU DU DU U NS SN UNUD DU DUUUN DU DU DUUUN SR JU PR PR SR RN NN P

(6) Attention Line or Telephone Kumber
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